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INTRODUCTION 

This  report  is  based  on  findings  obtained  fron  tvo  separate  studies 
conducted  earlj'^  in  1955-  Both  surveys  are  designed  to  furnish  further  informa- 
tion on  the  effectiveness  of  the  U.S.  Exchange  of  Persons  Program. 

The  Exchange  of  Persons  Program,  in  operation  since  19^7,  is  one  of 
the  major  efforts  of  the  U.S.  Information  Program  in  Germany.  Several  studies 
have  been  undertaken  by  the  Research  Staff  to  study  the  impact  and  effectiveness 
of  the  Exchange  Program  from  different  angles.  After  the  first  study  was  con- 
ducted among  the  West  German  rank  and  file  population  in  1952,  focusing  on 
receptivity  and  the  general  climate  of  opinion  concerning  this  particular  pro- 
graxa,  a  survey  of  returned  exchangees  was  carried  out  1953.  This  study  included 
all  types  of  exchangees  and  was  performed  with  particular  emphasis  on  the  kind 
of  impressions  returnees  had  received  in  the  key  areas  of  American  life,  as 
well  as  the  extent  and  nature  of  dissemination  of  their  U.S.  impressions  since 
return  from  the  States. 

The  most  significant  finding  of  the  1953  study  was  that  students 
came  out  lowest  on  a)  Impression  of  the  U.S.,  and  b)  dissemination  of  various 
areas  of  American  life,  compared  with  other  exchange  groups  (participants 
from  the  leader  and  specialist  program  scored  highest) .  A  f\irther  finding  was 
that  among  the  different  aspects  of  U.S.  life,  the  areas  of  social  services, 
the  information  media  (press  and  radio,  etc.),  and  social  problems  ranked  lowest. 
VJhile  unfavorable  reactions  concerning  social  services  and  social  problems  were 
somewhat  in  line  with  expectations,  it  was  surprising  to  find  that  the  area  of 
the  U.S.  informa.tion  media  received  a  low  reception  and  consequently  resulted  in 
more  or  less  unfavorable  dissemination.* 

These  findings  generated  interest  in  gathering  additional  information 
from  two  important  groups  within  the  Exchange  Program,  namely  students  and 
information  experts,  as  a  means  of  shedding  more  light  on  these  results. 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 

*  These  findings  of  the  1953  study  presented  in  form  of  graphs  and  illustrative 
comments  were  published  in  a  briefing  book  in  June  195^ . 
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(Cont'd  from  preceding  page) 

The  present  follow-up  studies  were^  therefore,  concerned  with  unearthing  further 
knowledge  about  impression  and  dissemination  by  focusing  on  these  two  particular 
groups  of  returtiees.  The  study  consists  of  U^04  students  and  357  information 
experts .  Both  samples  were  selected  according  to  probability  principles  and 
present  groups  large  enough  to  permit  reliable  cross  tabulations  and  groupings 
in  the  course  of  analysis. 

The  reader  will  find  that  two  approaches  were  used  to  measure  success 
or  failure  of  the  exchange  program,  benefiting  from  experiences  gathered  in 
the  previous  enterprise  mentioned  above.  Not  only  the  respondent's  own  impress- 
ions and  evaluations  were  investigated,  but  also  the  extent  and  the  means  of 
dissemination  of  such  experiences  upon  return  to  Germany.  Particular  attention 
was  also  given  to  the  area  they  could  best  judge  in  view  of  their  status  and 
occupation.  The  target  area  for  students  was  the  field  of  education  in  the  U.S., 
while  the  mass  media  of  press,  radio,  television,  and  film  were  considered 
target  areas  for  the  information  experts.  • 

Finally,  o   word  needs  to  be  said  concerning  the  evaluation  scheme 
used.  For  each  of  the  areas  of  American  life^  replies  were  classified  as 
predominantly  favorable^  unfavorable  or  indeterminate.  The  basis  for  evaluation 
was  a  common  sense  criteria  os  to  what  might  enhance  or  lower  American  prestige 
in  Germany.  The  net  gain  figures  were  obtained  by  subtracting  the  percentage 
of  respondents  found  to  be  of  predominantly  unfavorably  inclined  from  the 
percentage  of  respondents  whose  attitude  was  recognized  as  predominantly  favorable. 
Thus,  the  net  gain  figures  are  meant  to  serve  as  an  index  of  respondents' 
rea.ctions.  The  advantages  of  the  net  gain  lie  in  the  ease  of  its  calculation 
and  in  the  fact  that  pluc  and  minus  figures  allov  comprehension  at  firdt  glance. 

The  Sample c  for  both  studios  were  drawn  from  the  files  of  the  Exchange 
of  Persons  Division.  Geographic  mobility  of  students  and  to  some  e:cten'w  also 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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of  information  experts  accounted  for  considerable  eample  nortality.  ik   per  cent 
of  the  students  -were  found  living  permanently  or  temporarily  in  foreign  countries, 
6.5  per  cent  had  moved  to  a  new  residence,  1  per  cent  were  on  a  trip,  and  in  a 
further  6.5  peicent  of  the  cases  the  address  was  unkown.  Then  too,  6.5  per  cent 
of  the  students  Avere  too  busy  to  make  a  convenient  appointment  with  the  inter- 
viewer. Only  1.5  per  cent  refused  the  interview. 

As  far  as  the  experts  are  concerned,  6  per  cent  were  living  abroad 
at  the  time  of  the  survey,  3  P^r  cent  had  moved  to  a  new  residence  or  \?erc  on 
a  trip,  and  of  h   per  cent  the  address  vas   unknown.   5-5  per  cent  had  no  time 
foi'  the  interview  and  1.5  per  cent  refused  it.  Thus,  from  the  sample  of  students 
i^-OU  interviews  and  from  the  sample  of  information  experts  357  intervieirs  were 
finally  obtained  for  the  anoly^a  , 

Interviewing  was  conducted  in  January  and  February  of  1955  ^Y  DIVO- 
Gesellschaft  fuer  Markt-  und  Meinungsforschung,  Fra nlcf urt/Ma in ,  a  German  survey 
organization  working  under  contract  with  the  Research  Staff. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

In  comparison  vith  the  1953  study  it  has  been  confirmed  that 
students'  reactions  were  rather  critical  and  considerably  more  unfavorable 
than  the  ratings  given  by  the  information  experts.  As  to  the  1953  finding, 
i.e.  the  area  of  the  U.S.  information  media  scoring  low  in  impression  and 
dissemination,  it  needs  to  be  said  that  the  negative  impression  is  confined 
to  radio  and  television  only,  while  the  U.S.  press  is  viewed  relatively 
favorable  even  by  students  and  especially  by  information  experts. 

Impressions  of  U.S. 

STUDENTS  AND  EXPERTS  MOST  IMPRESSED  BY  /JffiRICAN  WAY  OF  LIFE  AND  HUMAN 
RELATIONS,... 

Human  relations  and  the  American  way  of  life  received  most 

frequent  mention  by  both  groups,  students  and  information  experts. 

AMERICANS  CRITICIZED  FOR  MATERIALISTIC  OUTLOOK  ON  LIFE,  POLITICAL  NARROW- 
MINDEDNESS,  R/iCIAL  DISCRIMINATION.... 

The  student  group  most  often  critized  the  superficial  and  ma.teria- 
listic  attitude  towards  life  of  Americans;  political  narrow-mindedness  and 
racial  prejudices  were  cited  by  both  groups  as  negative  impressions. 

INSIGHT  IN  T;.RGET  AREAS  HIGHEST... 

Students  and  information  experts  stated  that  they  obtained  a 
considerable  insight  into  the  various  fields  of  American  life,  highest, 
however,  in  their  target  areas. 
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Evaluation  of  Impressions 

STUDENTS  MOST  FAVOMBLY  IMPRESSED  BY  TARGET  ARE/.:  U.S.  EDUCATION.... 
OPINION  OF  CULTUR/.L  LIFE  HIGH  /iMONG  INFORMATION  EXPERTS 

The  highest  net  gain  figure  from  students  was  obtained  in  the 

field  of  U.S.  eiducation  while  experts  score  highest  in  the  area  of  cultural 

life . 

Expectations  versus  lapressions 

U.S.  EDUCATIONAL  LIFE  BETTER  THAN  EXPECTED,  S/iYS  A  PREPONDERANCE  OF 
STUDENTS .... 

h6i>   of  the  student  group  considered  their  actual  impressions 

better  than  the  preconceptions  and  another  23?^  claim  that  conditions  were 

as  expected. 

FOR  A  PREPONDERi\NCE  OF  INFORM*\TION  EXPERTS  THE  ACTWiL  CONDITIONS  IN 
THEIR  TARGET  ARfi\S  CORRESPONDED  TO  WHAT  THEY  HAD  EXPECTED  TO  FIND.... 

A  preponderant  group  of  information  experts  stated  that  the  condi- 
tions fouM  in  the  fields  of  U.S.  press,  radio,  and  film  confirmed  their 
expectation.  Only  television  departs  markedly  from  the  pa.ttern,  here  more 
respondent?  than  anywhere  else  said  that  their  expectations  were  not  con- 
firmed. 

Influence  of  Impressions  on  Intention 
to  Enl^^ate 

VISIT  TO  THE  U.S.  FOSTERS  WISH  TO  EMIGRATE  IN  GERM^iNS.... 

27^  of  the  students  stated  that  they  had  the  intention  to  emigrate 

after  the  return  from  their  study  trip  while  only  9^  had  this  intention 

beforehand.  The  figures  for  inforuiation  experts  are  in  the  same  direction, 

EQUAL  PROPORTIONS  OF  STUDENTS  DESCRIBE  THEIR  WISH  TO  EMIGRATE  AS  STRONGER 
OR  WE/.KER  SINCE  RETURN. ,  , . 

AMOST  ALL  IKFORM/.TION  EXPERTS  ARE  NOW  MORE  DESIROUS  OF  EMIGR/iTING  TH/iN 
AT  THE  TIME  OF  THEIR  RETURN.... 

10^  of  the  students  indicated  that  their  wish  to  emigrate  became 

stronger  while  ll'Jb  said  that  their  wish  became  weaker  or  that  they  even 

gave  up  their  plan  to  emigrate.  Results  obtained  from  information  experts 

became  stronger  since  the  return  while  only  U^  indicated  that  their  wish 

became  weaker. 

-  2  - 


DISSEMIMTION 
Receptivity  in  West  Germany  and  Extent  of  Disseiiiination. 
IffiST  GERM/.NS  /lRE  EAGER  TO  LEARN  ABOUT  AMERICA  FROM  EXCHANGEES .... 

81^  of  the  students  and  85^  of  the  information  experts  state  that 
they  were  asked  to  talk  about  their  experiences  often  or  very  often, 

STUDENTS'   DISSEt<IlN.'iTION  WIDEST  IN  FIELD  OF  EDUC/^TION. . . . 

INFORM/lTION  EXPERTS'   WIDEST  DISSEMINATION  IN  /iREAS  OF  U.S.   CULTURE,   SOCIAL 

PROBLEMS,  AND  PRESS.... 

AIWOST  ALL  EXCMNGEES  COULD  CORRECT  MISCONCEPTIONS  ABOUT  AMERICA  VffillCH 

THEY  ENCOUNTERED  IN  GERMANY..,. 

9\i>   of  the  students  and  955^  of  the  information  experts  had  possi- 
bilities to  correct  misconceptions  about  America. 

Media  of  Dissemination 

MOST  DISSEMIN/iTION  IN  FAMILY  CIRCLE  AND  AMONG  FRIENDS . 

YET  WIDER  AUDIENCES  ARE  ALSO  REACHED  

While  both  students  and  information  experts  mentioned  their 

impressions  and  experiences  most  frequently  to  friends  and  relatives  they 

also  reported  about  their  experiences  at  lectures,  discussions,  and  public 

talks . 

Evaluation  of  Dissemination 

STUDENTS'  DISSEMINATION  MOST  FAVORABLE  IN  TARGET  AREA  U.S.  EDUG/iTION, . WHILE 
TELEVISION  AND  R\DIO  RANK  LOWEST,... 

Next  to  U.S.  education  (-fc^l),  the  net  gain  is  highest  for  cultural 
life  (4'36),  while  U.S.  mass  media  impressed  German  students  least. 


DISSEMIN/iTION  OP  INFORMATION  EXPERTS  MOST  FAVOR/iBLE  WITH  RESPECT  TO  U.S. 
LIFE,  EDUG/.TION,  AND  PRESS  -  R/iDIO  AND  TELEVISION  AGAIN  LOWEST  THOUGH 
FINDING  MORE  SUPPORT. . . . 


Dissemination  in  Relation  to  Students' 
Characteristics 

OLDER  STUDENTS  IMPART  MORE  FAVOR/iBLE  PICTURE.  . ,  . 

Students  25  years  of  age  and  above  have  the  highest  average  (fl3), 

and  they  axe  also  more  favorably  disposed  toward  the  mass  media. 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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GRi'iDW.TE  STUDENTS  DISSEr«N<^TE  MORE  F/.VOR/.BLE  IMPRESSIONS  THAN  UNDERGR/^iDUATE 
AND  SPECI/iL  STUDENTS.... 

With  the  exception  of  press ^  graduate  students  have  highest  net 

gains  in  all  areas.  On  the  average  they  score  fllj-  while  undergraduate 

students  score  «-7»  and  special  student  f3, 

OPINION  LEZ-iDING  ELEMENTS  mONG   STUDENTS  SHOW  THE  MOST  FAVORTiBLE  DISSEMINATION.. 

Students  cla.ssified  as  "very  active"  in  an  opinion  leadership 
scale  showed  the  most  favorable  dissemination  (average  net  gain  of  fl3),  while 
"somewhat  active"  students  were  next  (fio),  and  the  "remainder"  last  (♦5), 


CHAPTER  I.  -  IMPRESSIONS  OF  U.S. 
Section  A.  -  Strongest  lupfes'g ions 

STUDENTS  AND  EXPERTS  MOST  IMPRESSED  BY  /iMERICAN  WAY  OF  LIFE  AND  HUMr\N 
REI/vTI(MT 

In  an  open-end  introductory  query  the  students  as  well  as  the  infomia- 
tion  experts  were  asked  to  state  what  had  been  their  most  favorable  impressions 
of  life  in  /unerica .  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  human  relations  and  the 
American  way  of  life  received  most  frequent  mention  in  both  groups  of  respond- 
ents . 


"Considering  all  the  experiences  which  you  gathered  while 
in  the  U.S.:  Which  were  your  strongest  positive  iiapressions 
of  the  U.S.?" 


Strongest  Positive  Impressions 

American  social  life  and  human  relations 
General  outlook  on  life  and  way  of  living 
The  American  school  and  educational 

system 
The  vastness  and  beauty  of  the  country 
The  general  interest  of  /vmericans  in 

Gen-iian  and  international  affairs 
The  American  standard  of  living,  comfort^ 

civilization;  and  hygiene 
Democratic  attitude  of  /jiiericans  as 

citizens  and  in  politics 
The  atLitude  of  the  American  towards 

his  job;,  v;orking  conditions,  wages 
Church  and  leligious  life  in  America 
Cultural  life  in  /jaerica,  general  level, 

facilities,  and  interest  in  cultural 

education 
The  political  structure  of  the  U.S.  and 

its  administration 
Organization  and  productivity  of  /imerican 

economy  and  industry 
The  high  level  of  technological  develop- 
ment in  /unerica 
/merican  family  life.   Status  of  the  wife, 

the  husband  and  the  children 
American  traffic  system  and  the  excellent 

road  discipline 
Extent  and  improvement  of  social  services 
The  unbureaucratic  methods  of  /imerican 

government  agencies 
The  attempts  made  at  solving  the  race 

problem  in  /jiierica 
Agriculture  and  forestry  in  /jaerica 
i\merican  press,   radio,  and  television 
Employer-Employee  relations,  and  the 

status  of  the  worker 
The  whole  American  scene 
Other  answers 


@  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer, 
*  Lees  than  one  half  of  one  percent-. 
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255^ 


245' 


/iMERICANS  CRITICIZED  FOR  M/^TERL'-.LISTIG  OUTLOOK  ON  LIFE,   POLITICiiL  IL^RROV/- 
MINDEDNESS,   R-CL'-L  DISCRIMINATION.... 

If  the   toxal  nunb^r  of  favorable   impressions   omounted  to  riore   thau 

250fj;    critical  observations   were   considerably  less  frequent.      The   students 

nost  often  found  fault   vjith  what   they  tenaed  a    superficial  and  naterialistic 

attitude  to'.^ards   life  air.ong  /j-aerica.ns .     Political  narrow-mindedness  and  racial 

prejudices  VQre   cited  by  both  students  and  experts  as  negative  impressions 

gathered  during  their  stay  in  the  U.S. 

"And  which  were  your  strongest  negative  impressions"" 


Students 


Infon^istion 

Experts 


Strongest  negative   ii:ipresEiens 

The  superficial  and  materialistic 
attitude  of  the  /jiiericans   toxrard 
life 

The  political  attitude  of  the  /uaericans , 
the  national  arrogance,  and  political 
narrow-mindedness  and  indifference 

The  mechanization  of  human  contacts,   uni- 
formity,  and  imperfionalization  of  social 
relations 

Race  discrimination  and  anti-Semitism 

The  influence  of  technology  on  the  American 
way  of  life 

The  cultural  immaturity  of  the  Americans, 
poor  general  education,  lack  of  interest 
in  intellectual  matters 

Low  standard  of  schools  and  universities, 
poor  organization 

The  poor  /kmerican  family  life  and  the 
status  of  family  members  • 

Social  conditions  and  problems 

The  attitude  of  the  population  toward  in- 
formation media  and  the  effects 

Insincerity  and  hypocrisy  in  religious  life 

Monotony  and  forralessness  of  cities  ana 
scenerj 

Er.tx-avagance  and  red-tape  in  public  life 
and  party  politics 

Personal  difficulties   during  my  stay  in 
the  U.S. 

The  economic   situation  of  /uaei  ica 

Other  anfjwers 

No  opinion 


29^ 

16?6 

22 

Ik 

21 
20 

17 
22 

15 

Ik 

11 

10 
7 

5 

Jf 

2 
2 

I 

5 
2 

Ito^ 


12 


8 


11 
15 

7 

1 


1 
1 

5 
k 

ik6i<@ 


®     Some  respondents   gave  more  than  one  answer. 
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INSIGHT  IN  T/iRGET  /iRK^S  HIGHEST 

As  described  above,  several  "target  areas"  -were  selected  for  special 
investigation.   As  an  introduction  to  a  series  of  questions  concerning  these, 
students  and  infomiation  experts  were  asked  whether  they  had  had  any  opportunity 
to  gather  experiences  and  inpressions  in  the  different  fields.  The  returns 
indicate  that  the  visitors'  had  indeed  gained  i:u3ny  impressions. 


Yes 

No 

No  answer 


"Did  you  cone  bock  from  the  U.S.  ;jith  any  inpressiots 
of  /iHierica  '  s ?" 


STUDENTS 

Education 

Social 
problens 

Cultural 
life 

Frees 

Radio 

Tele- 
vision 

Film 

2 

2 

9li> 
3 

61^ 
39 

82^ 

18 

Hi 

23 
* 

7^ 
26 

100^ 

100^0 

lOO^i 

100^ 

100?i 

100^0 

lOO^i 

"In  your  ov;n  judgement  how  much  insight  did  you 
gain  in  this  area?" 


STUDENTS 

Social 

Cultural 

Tele- 

Educa Lion 

problens 

life 

press 

Radio 

vision 

Filn 

Much 
Some 
Little 

56fo 
39 
3 

31^^ 

h9 

15 

ll9 
11^ 

9^ 
27 
25 

1+1 
27 

ll/o 

37 
29 

18^ 

32 

2l| 

No  answer 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

* 

Wot  asked»^* 

2 

2 

3 

39 

18 

23 

26 

100^ 

100^ 

100^ 

100^ 

100^ 

lOG^i 

100?i 

*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  percent. 
**  Had  no  impression  of  area. 
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"Did  ycu  come  back  from  the  U.S.  with  any  ijnpreesion 
of  /a-ae rica  's ?" 


INTORM/.TION  EXPERTS 


Yes 

No 

No  answer 


Eciucation 

Social 
problems 

Cultural 
life 

Press 

Radio 

Tele- 
vision 

Film 

16 

91^ 
9 

91?^ 
9 

Ik 

72^ 
28 

831^ 
i6 

1 

65^ 

35 
♦ 

100^ 

IQO^ 

100?t 

100^ 

100^ 

100^ 

ioo^ 

"In  youx  own  judgement  how  much  insight  did  you 
gain  in  this  area?" 


INFORM/'iTION  EXPERTS 


Social 

Cultural 

Tele- 

Education 

problems 

life 

Press 

Radio 

vision 

Filn 

Much 

38?t 

1;2^ 

hii. 

3hio 

26^ 

3li 

2li, 

Soiue 

31 

ho 

36 

21 

28 

31 

26 

Li'.tle 

15 

9 

Ik 

11 

18 

21 

17 

No  answer 

- 

- 

- 

> 

- 

- 

1 

Not  asked**- 

16 

9 

9 

14 

28 

17 

35 

100°/ 

looi 

100"/i 

100?b 

1  oi 

iooyo 

100^ 

*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  percent 
**  Had  no  impression  of  area. 


Section  B.  -  Evaluation  of  Inpressions 

STUDENTS  MOST  FAYOR.BLY  IMPRESSED  BY  U.S.  EDUCATION 

INFORM'kTION  EXPERTS  l.ITH  CULTURAL  LIFE 

The  procecure  described  in  the  introduction^  scoring  responoents 
according  to  favorable  anc  unfavorable  cooments ^  vas   employed  to  assess  he 
eiichangees' opinions  of  the  various  areas  of  American  life  selected  for  the 
purposes  of  this  stucy. 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  the  hi{i,hest  net  gain  figure  obtained 
fiOEL  students  was  in  their  specific  target  area,  namely  U.S.  education.  Thej' 
took  a  rather  dim  view  of  television  and  radj.o  in  /imerica  . 

Television  and  radio  also  found  the  least  acclaim  among  infoiTaation 
experts,  although  the  answers  were  decidedly  more  favorable  than  among  students. 
Cultural  life  finds  majority  acclaim  and  is  highest  on  a  combined  gain  scale. 

TELEVISION  AND  RADIO  VIEWED  LK'iST  FAVORABLY 


"Did  you  come  back  from  the  U.S.  vith  any  impressions 
of  the ,.,.'<" 


Net 

l^  JL\J  i.^J-li.V  J.  l^ 

No 

Gain 

Favorable 

Unfovoroble 

Indeterminate 

impressions 

U.S.  education 

*k9 

Slfo 

12°; 

25fo 

2^... 100^ 

U.S.  cultural  life 

rk5 

63 

18 

15 

k 

U.S.  press 

+10 

25 

15 

21 

39 

U.S.  film 

0 

26 

26 

21 

27 

U.S.  social  problems 

-  6 

3^ 

ko 

22 

1^ 

U.S.  television 

-23 

18 

kl 

17 

2k 

U.S.  radio 

-27 

18 

h5 

19 

18 

Average 

*  7 

35 

28 

20 

17 
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"Did  you  come  back  from  the  U.S.  with  any  Impressions 
of  the  ?" 


INFORMi"iTION  EXPERTS 


Net 

No 

gain 

Favorable 

Unfavorable 

Indeterminate 

impressions 

U.S. cultural  life 

+59 

68^ 

9f> 

13^ 

10^...1CO?i 

U.S.  education 

^hi 

61 

Ik 

9 

16 

U.S.  press 

+uo 

51^ 

Ik 

17 

15 

U.S.  social  problems 

*20 

h& 

28 

11^ 

10 

U.S.  film 

+20 

33 

13 

19 

35 

U.S.  radio 

*  7 

30 

23 

18 

29 

U.S.  television 

*  5 

36 

31 

16 

17 

Average  +28      1+7  19  15       19 
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Section  C-  Expectations  versus  Impressions 

The  students  and  inforoation  experts  were  encouraged  to  compare  the 
expectations  they  harbored  when  setting  out  on  the  trip  and  the  actual  impress- 
ions gathered.  The  question  was  asked  only  in  connection  with  their  respective 
target  areas . 


U.S.  EDUCATIOrt^L  LIFE  BETTER  TH/iN  EXPECTED,  SAY  A  PREPONDERANCE  OF  STUDENTS... 

Only  one  in  ten  students  was  somewhat  disappointed  by  what  he  ex- 
perienced in  the  realm  of  U.S.  education.  The  preponderance  (^6^)  considered 
their  actual  impressions  better  than  the  preconceptions  with  which  they  cane 
and  another  23  percent  claim  that  conditions  were  in  accordance  with  their 
expectations . 

"Generally  speaking,  did  the  actual  conditions  in  this 
area  impress  you  more  favorably  than  you  hod  expected, 
did  they  fall  short  of  your  expectations  or  did  you 
find  about  what  you  expected?" 

STUDEITOS 
* 
More  favorable  than  expected  k6i> 

Less  favorable  than  expected-  8 

As  expected  23 

No  opinion  21 

Not  asked**  2 


100^0 

STUDENT -TEACHER  REL/;TIONS  ONE  OF  LEADING  REASONS.... 

Student -Teacher  relations  (l5?^)  were  cited  along  with  funds  and 
facilities  (13/0^  school  social  life  (l2^),  school  system  in  general  (iVfo) , 
and  instructional  methods  (lO^)  as  the  leading  reasons  for  being  so  favorably 
impressed. 


**  Had  no  impression  of  area, 
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"Generally  speaking,  did  the  actiial  conditions  in  this 
area  impress  you  more  favorably  than  you  had  expected, 
did  they  fall  short  of  your  expectations  or  did  you 
find  about  what  you  expected?" 

IF  "More  favorable  than  expected" : 
"What,  for  instance,  impressed  you  more  favorably  tha.n 
you  had  expected?" 


STUDENTS 

Student-teacher  relations  15^ 

Funds  and  facilities  13 

Social  life  in  school  12 

General  evaluation  of  school  system  11 

Instructional  methods  10 

Organization  and  curriculum  7 
Education  toward  ccsamunity  spirit  and 

citizenship  responsibility  6 

Free  and  individual  personality  development  5 

Practical  emphasis  in  education  3 

Parent-teacher  relations  3 

The  teaching  profession  3 

The  extent  of  educational  opportunities  3 

Free  choice  of  subjects  1 

Extent  of  regulation  in  university  life  J 

Other  mentions  6 

No  opinion  1 


100?&g 


RE/»SONS  FOR  DIS/^iPPOINTMENT . . . . 


IF  "Fell  short  of  expectations"; 
"What,  for  instance,  fell  short  of  your  expectations?" 


STUDEMTS 

The  level  of  education  1*.^ 

Instructional  methods  3 

Extent  of  regulation  in  \miversity  life  3 

Organization  and  curriculvim  2 

Free  personality  development  1 

Practical  emphasis  in  education-specialization  1 

Social  life  in  school  1."^ 
Training,  aptitude  and  social  position  of 

teachers  1 
Political  immaturity  of  the  younger  generation 

and  their  indifference  toward  political  issues 


* 


Other  mentions  2 

@  Seme  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 
*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  percent. 
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INFORMi'.TION  E7.PERTS  TENDED  TO  FEEL  ACTUAL  CONDITIONS  IN  THEIR  Ti.RGET 
ARE/iS  CORRESPONDETOED  TO  EXPECTATIONS   .  . . 

With  respect  to  press,  radio,  and  film  preponderant  groups  of  in- 
foniiation  experts  stated  that  the  conditions  they  found  in  these  areas  were 
about  as  they  expected.  Only  television  departs  fron  the  general  pattern. 

Again  the  respondents  whose  reply  was  found  to  be  most  favorable 
or  least  favorable  were  encouraged  to  indicate  reasons. 


"Generally  speaking,  did  the  actual  conditions  in 
this  area  impress  you  more  favorably  than  you  had 
expected,  did  they  fell  short  of  your  expectations 
or  did  you  about  find  what  you  expected?" 


BIFORMATION  EXPERTS 


Tele- 

Press 

Radio 

vision 

Film 

More  favorable  than 

expected 

29io 

17?^ 

25^ 

19^ 

Fell  short  of  ex- 

pectations 

k 

16 

17 

5 

Confirned  expectations 

h3 

25 

15 

33 

No  opinion 

10 

Ik 

26 

8 

Not  asked* X 

1^ 

28 

17 

35 

10j/o    lOOfo     100^    lOO/o 


**   Had  no  iripression  of  area. 
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TECHNICAL  ANGLES  VIEWED  MOST  FAVORABLY  . . . 


"Generally  speaking,  did  the  actual  conditions 
in  this  area  impress  you  nore  favorably  than 
you  had  expected,  did  they  fell  short  of  your 
expectations,  or  did  you  about  find  what  you 
expected?" 

IF  "More  favorable  than  expected" : 
"V/hat,  for  instance,  impressed  you  nore 
favorably  than  you  had  expected?" 

PRESS 


Structure,  organization  and  technical  side 

of  the  press 
Objectivity,  veracity,  and  fairness  of  the  press 
Size  and  number  of  newspapers 
Influence  and  position  of  the  press  in  public 

life 
Standard  of  American  press 
Way  of  presentation 

Political  and  fi.:a.ncia.l  independence  of  the  press 
Other  and  general  comments 


EXPERTS 

12. 
6 

6 
6 

k 

1 
535^ 


RADIO 

The  variety  of  the  programs 

The  personnel  and  the  way  they  are  treated 
(training,  pay,  cooperation,  qualification) 

Role  of  advertising 

Organiza.tion  and  structure  of  the  American 
radio,  its  independence  from  outward  in- 
fluence 

The  great  number  of  radio  stations 

The  technical  equipment  of  the  radio  stations 

Way  of  presentation  and  level  of  the  programs 

The  fast  and  objective  news  service 

The  contact  bct^-reen  broadcasting  systems  and  their 
audience,  and  the  influence  of  the  radio  on  the 
listeners 

Other  and  general  comments 


(Cont'd  on  next  page) 

@  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer, 
*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent. 


EXPERTS 


3 

5 


k 

3 
2 
2 
2 


1 
32^ 
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TELEVISION 


The  technical  development  In  the  field  of 

television 
Presentation  and  level  of  prograias 
The  presentation  of  political  and  other 

topical  events  by  television 
The  influence  of  television  on  the  public  with 

regard  to  culture,  religion,  education,  and 

fanily  life 
The  great  nunber  of  television  stations  and  the 

great  variety  of  prograns 
Extent  of  television 
Standard  of  artists  and  announcers 
The  role  of  advertising  in  AiTierican  tele- 
vision and  its  effect  on  the  arrangement 

of  programs 
Prices  of  television  sets 
Other  and  general  cocraents 


FILM 


EXPERTS 

2211, 
11 


k 

3 
2 


2 
2 
2 


1+Hfc@ 


EXPERTS 


Level  and  content  of  film 

The  technical  side  of  film  production 

Film  production  in  general 

The  great  fina.ncial  and  material 

possibilities  of  the  film  industry 
Number  and  quality  of  actors 
Other  comments 


5 
k 

2 
2 
3 


@  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer, 


25^ 
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R/iDIO  AHD  TELEVISIOn  CRITICIZED  FOR  LOW  PROGRilM  LEVEL  AKD 
CCMffiRCIALS   ...' 

"Generally  speaking,  did  the  actual  conditions  in 
this  area  inpress  you  nore  favorably  than  you  had 
expected,  did  they  fell  short  of  your  expectations 
or  did  you  about  find  what  you  expected?" 

IF  "Fell  short  of  expectations"; 
"What,  for  instance,  fell  short  of  your 
expectations?" 


PRESS 

The  standard  and  vay  of  reporting  of  the 

Anerican  press 
The  insufficient  infomation  on  world  political 

problems 
Organization  and  working  nethods  of  the  American 

press 
Advertising  in  the  /inerican  press 
Other  conments 


EXPERTS 

2 

2 
1 

1 

10^ 


RADIO 

The  arrangement  of  the  program  and  the  low 

level  of  the  broadcasts 
The  connercials 

Organisation  and  financing  of  the  American  radio 
The  technical  facilities  of  the  radio  stations 
Other  ccoments 


EXPERTS 

10?^ 
10 

3 

1 
1 


25?S@ 


TELEVISION 

The  producing  of  programs  and  the  low 
quality  of  the  offerings  of  television 

ConnercialB  and  their  effect  on  the  pro- 
grams 

The  effects  of  television  on  the  family 
and  on  social  life  in  general 

rhe  technical  side  of  television 

The  influence  of  television  on  young 
people 

The  effects  of  television  (in  general) 

Other  comae nts 


FILM 


The  level  cf  films 

Hollywood,  film  industry  (general) 

Political  agitation  a.nd  dist  ortion  of  facts 

by  films 
Other  comments 


EXPERTS 

7 

k 
3 

2 

1 
1 

EXPERTS 

5'^ 
2 

1 
1 

~9^ 


@  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer, 
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Section  D,  -  Change  of  Opinion  oi'ter  Rettirn  to  Hone-Country 

It  has  been  recognized  as  a  not  unconnon  phenonenon  that  leaving 
the  U.S.,  the  general,  personal  situation  in  the  hccie-country  also  tends 
to  influence  the  opinion  the  visitor  bald  of  the  U.S.  To  ascertain  the 
nature  of  this  influence  was  one  of  the  aius  of  this  study.  The  inter- 
viewers introduced  the  topic  as  follows: 


"As  you  know,  iapressions  and  judgments  often  change  in  the 
course  of  tine  -  either  hecause  one's  experiences  assune  their 
proper  perspective,  or  because  one  has  gained  further  insight 
in  a  field  of  study  or  occupation.  We  would  be  interested  to 
know  whether  your  positive  or  negative  inpressions  of  specific 
areas  of  /inerican  life  have  changed  since  your  return  fron  the 
U.S." 


Generally  the  results  seen  to  indicate  that  students  are  sonewhat  uore  apt  to 
fluctuate  in  iiheir  opinions.  Futheinore,  it  can  be  said  that  any  change  for 
the  worse  is  balanced  by  an  equal  change  for  the  better, 

APPROXIWiTELY  ONE  IN  FIVE  W.S   IMPROVED  HIS  OPINION.... 


"Considering  the  different  areas  of  Anerlcan  life  which  you 
saw,  for  exanple,  educational  and  school  system,  social  pro- 
blems, class  and  racial  questions,  cultural  institutions, 
press,  radio,  etc.i  are  there  any  unfavorable  or  negative 
impressions  v^hich  now,  in  retrospect,  appear  less  unfavorable 
or  less  negative  to  you  than  immediately  after  your  retiirn 
from  ilnerica?" 


INFORMTiTION 
STUDENTS     EXPERTS 

yes  26^         l&f, 

no  72  83 

no  opinion  2  1 

100^        100^ 
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"Considering  the  different  areas  of  Anerican  life  vhich  you 
saw,  for  example,  educational  and  school  systen,  social 
problems,  class  and  racial  questions,  cultural  institutions, 
press,  radio,  etc.:  are  there  any  uiaf avorable ,  or  negative 
impressions  which  now,  in  retrospect,  appear  less  unfavorable 
or  less  negative  to  you  than  ininediately  after  your  return 
fron  America?" 

IF  "Yes": 
"Would  you  please  give  me  some  examples?" 


IKFORM-\TION 
STUDENTS    EXPERTS 

More  favorable  iiapressions  in  retrospect 

The  educational  and  school  system  appears  more 

positively  now  9?^           2$ 

Racial  friction  seems  less  severe  5            5 

The  /unerican  way  of  life  is  better  understood 

and  also  more  highly  appreciated  h                              3 

The  political  picture  seems  brighter  3            3 

The  peculiarly  American  traits  of  character 

are  more  appreciated  3            * 

The  level  of  the  information  medio  seems 

higher  and  their  influence  more  favorable  2            1 

American  cultural  life  is  more  highly  appre- 
ciated 2            1 

Religious  life  seems  less  shallow  .    1 

The  economic  system  and  technico.l  achievements 

seen  more  appropriate  now  1            * 

Social  services  seeii  less  deficient  *            1 

Other  and  general  a.nswers  2            2 

No  opinion  1            2 

33^  20^ 


Less  than  one  half  of  one  percent. 

Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 
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ONE  IN  FIVE  STUDENTS,  LITTLE  MORE  Tffi\N  ONE  IN  TEN  INFORMATION  EXPERTS,  MMES 
IMPRESSIONS  NOW  /iPPa\RING  LESS  FAVOR\BLE . . . . 


"And  are  there  any  positive  inpressions  of  your  American  trip 
which  now,  in  retrospect,  appear  less  positive  or  less  valuable 
to  you  than  directly  after  your  return  from  America?" 


Yes 

No 

No  opinion 


STUDENTS 

21^ 

77 
2 

100^ 


INFORM/iTION 
EXPERTS 

12?^ 
86 
2 

100^ 


IF  "Yes": 
"Would  you  please  give  ne  sone  examples?" 


STUDENTS 


INF0RM/"iTI0N 
EXPERTS 


Less  favorable  ixipressions  in  retrospective 

The  American  way  of  life  and  outlook  on  life 

caused  some  doubts  later 
The  American  educational  and  school  system 

seems  to  have  sone  disadvatages 
The  /inerican  political  system  seems  to  have 

its  weaknesses 
The  /jiierican  economic  system  and  technical 

achievements  seen  less  praiseworthy  now 
The  American  information  media  seen  to  have 

certain  defects 
The  /imericans  '  relationship  to  racial  and 

national  minorities  seems  to  be  beset  by 

problems 
Cultural  life  in  America  does  not  seem  to  be 

as  high 
Social  problems  in  America  are  more  serious 

than  I  thought 
Religious  life  in  America  seems  shallower  now 
General  and  other  answers 
No  opinion 


©  Sone  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 
*     Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent. 


5 
h 

3 

1 

1 
1 

* 

1 
1 

25^ 


1 

3 

1 
1 

* 

1 
* 

1 
2 


U^ 


-t9 


Section  E.  -  Influeace  of  Inpressions  on  Desire  to  Eiiigrate 

VISIT  TO  THE  U.S.  FOSTERS  WISH  TO  EMIGR/lTE  ... 

The  visit  to  the  United  States  seems  to  have  inspired  the  wish  to 
emigrate  and  live  there  in  exchangees  who  prior  to  their  trip  had  no  such 
intention.  Jhis  observation  holds  true  particularly  among  students.  VThile 
only  one  in  ten  students  thought  of  emigrating  to  the  U.S.  before  being 
offered  the  opportunity  to  see  the  country  under  the  Exchange  Program  more 
than  one  in  four  returning  students  said  that  he  had  such  intention  when 
he  cane  back  from  the  U.S. 

The  corresponding  figures  for  the  inf orma.tion  experts  show  well  - 
nigh  insignificant  variation  (21^  before  and  24^  after) . 


"Did  you  ever  have  the  intention  to  emigrate  to 
the  U.S.  before  your  visit  to  America  under  the 
er crt^nge  program? " 

"Did  you  have  the  intention  to  emigrate  to  the 
U.S.  after  your  return  from  your  visit  to  Atarica 
under  the  exchange  program?" 

STUDENTS 


Yes 

No 

No  opinion 


Before 


After 


9lo 

27^ 

91 

72 

* 

1 

100^     lOOfo 


Yes 

No 

No  opinion 


INFORMATION  EXPERTS 


Before 


After 


21^     2i.^ 

79      75 
*       1 


100^     100^ 


*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  percent. 
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AMONG  STUDENTS  EQUAL  PROPORTIONS  DESCRIBE  THEIR  WISH  TO  EMIGRATE  AS  "STRONGER" 
OR  "WEAKER"  SINCE  RETURN 

AMONG  INFORMATION  EXPERTS  EMIGRATION  INTENTION  BECAME  STRONGER.... 

When  27^  of  the  students  who  said  they  felt  the  urge  to  emigrate  to 
the  U.S.  were  then  asked  if  this  desire  had  grown  stronger  or  weaker,  equal 
proportions  said  stronger  ( 10^)  or  weaker  (11^).  This  would  tend  to  indicate 
relative  instability  of  opinion  on  the  question  -  i.e.,  the  percentage  considering 
emigration  went  up  to  27^  from  9^  upon  returning,  hut  now  the  percentage  may  be 
down  to  16^. 

Results  obtained  from  information  experts  are  different  in  that  their 
desire  to  emigrate  has  not  appreciably  decreased  but  rather  increased  since 
their  return  to  Germany.  Three  times  as  many  (12^,  half  of  those  considering 
the  idea)  have  stronger  emigration  desires  than  have  lessened  desires  {k-io) . 

Asked  of  tuose  who  said  that  they  had  the  intention  to  emigrate  after 
their  return  from  visit  there: 


"Has  your  desire  to  emigrate  to  the  U.S.  become  stronger 
or  Tjeaker  since  your  return  to  Germany?" 


Became  stronger 
Became  weaker  (gave  up 

plan) 
Remained  unchanged 
No  opinion 


STUDENTS 


10^ 

11 
5 

1 


27 


INFORMATION 
EXPERTS 

k 

6 
2 

2^0 
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CHANGE  OF  DESIEE  A  FUNCTION  OF  WEAKENING  IMPRESSIONS  OF  U.S 

Cross -tabulation  revealed  that  changes  in  the  desire  to  emigrate  to 
the  U.S.  seem  to  be  influenced  by  the  fact  that  certain  impressions  of  the 
U.S.  appeared  less  positive  or  less  valuable  at  the  time  of  interviev  than 
directly  after  the  return  from  America . 


"Are  there  any  positive  impressions  of 
your  American  trip  which  nov^  in  retros- 
pect, appear  less  positive  or  less  valu- 
able to  you  than  directly  after  yo\ir 
return  from  America?" 

STUDENTS 


"Has  your  desire  to  emigrate 
to  the  U.S.  become  stronger 
or  weaker  since  your  return 
to  Germaiay?" 

Become  stronger 
Become  weaker 
Remained  unchanged 
No  opinion 


Yes 

mi 


22$ 
60 

9 

9 


No 


k2io 

32 
22 
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Detailed  Comments  for  Change  in  Desire 
to  Emigrate 


In  order  to  understand  the  basis  for  changes  in  the  desire  to  emigrate, 
students  and  information  experts  were  asked  for  their  reasons. 


"Has  your  desire  to  emigrate  to  the  U.S.  become 
stronger  or  weaker  since  your  return  to  Germany?" 

IF  "Became  stronger": 
"For  what  reasons  has  your  desire  to  emigrate  to  the 
U.S.  become  stronger  since  your  return  to  Germany?" 


Because  America  offers  better  opportunities  in 
the  profession  and  a  better  start: 

"More  importance  is  attached  to  actual  achievement 

than  to  the  educational  background  of  the  individual. 

You  certainly  have  a  chance  to  make  headway  even 

without  the  influential  connections  you  need  here." 
"In  my  occupation,  I  would  have  better  chances  to 

succeed  than  I  have  here." 
"As  a  teacher  I  expect  to  find  the  field  of  action 

I  need  for  my  work." 
"Because  I  believe  that  my  chances  are  better  in  the 

U.S  to  realize  my  aims  in  journalism." 
"I  found  that  even  today  enterprising  people  make 
, headway  in  the  U.S.  if  they  are  efficient.  The 

standard  of  living  of  a  skilled  worker  in  the 

States  is  higher  than  that  of  a  university  professor 

here." 
"Especially  because  the  chances  for  a  conscientious, 

able,  hard-working  man  to  make  headway  are  so  much 

better  than  they  are  in  Europe.'' 

Because  I  prefer  the  American  way  of  life: 

"Because  I  like  the  American  way  of  life  better. 
The  whole  atmosphere  appeals  to  me." 

"Because  I  get  along  quite  well  with  the  Americans. 
They  are  less  prejudiced  and  more  liberal  in  every 
respect.  They  value  the  individual  much  higher." 

"It  has  been  my  experience  that  it  is  easier  in  the 
U.S.  to  be  humane  and  to  get  along  with  people.  I 
don't  think  tha.t  it  is  possible  here  to  live  in  the 
American  manner  -  a  mode  of  life  of  which  I  approve." 

''Because  I  i-ather  like  the  American  way  of  life.  There 
is  more  respect  for  the  dignity  of  human  life,  people 
have  more  reserves  and  know  better  how  to  live  with 
each  other.  There  is  no  envy." 

"I  found  that  the  American  way  of  life  with  its 
characteristic  personal  struggle  for  existence  is 
a.  powerful  stimulus  for  a  man  in  his  twenties,  as 
energy,  persistance  and  hard  work  are  good  guarantees 
for  a  success  in  America." 
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(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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INFORMATION 
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For  personal  reasons: 

"With  me  it  is  quite  simple.  I  met  and  married 
my  vife  over  there.  My  wife's  family  is  quite 
influential  which  makes  my  career  in  the  States 
very  promising;  so,  naturally,  my  v;ish  to  emigrate 
has  become  overpowering.  All  I  want  to  do  here  is 
to  finish  my  Phd.  -  then,  I  want  to  go  to  America." 

"Because  the  climate  is  so  good  for  my  health." 

Because  I  prefer  the  freer  American  life  to  the 
narrow  conditions  in  Germany: 

"Because  life  in  Germany  no  longer  pleases  me  -  all 
that  red-tape,  the  many  restrictions,  the  scant 
opportunities ." 

"The  sensation  of  greater  personal  freedom  would  he 
a  tremendous  stimulous  in  America." 

"Because  I  found  that  life  in  the  U.S.  is  more  in- 
dependent -  less  bourgeois.  After  my  return 
Germany  seemed  even  smaller  and  conditions  even 
more  depressing." 

Because  the  American  standard  of  living  is  higher 
than  the  German: 

"Because  the  standard  of  living  is  higher." 

Other  Answers : 

"The  reasons  for  this  can  be  found  in  Germany 
i-ather  than  in  the  U.S.   In  general  the  political  and 
social  development  in  Germany  is  aiming  at  the  past. 
It  has  a  restorative  character  which  is  dangerous  and 
will  probably  lead  to  serious  problems  in  the  future." 

"Because  I  have  gained  the  impression  that  development 
in  Germany  tends  to  be  retrogressive.   I  don't  mean 
that  we  are  returning  to  Nazism,  but  the  trend  is  towards 
its  ideological  roots  -  the  source  from  which  Nazism 
ha.s  its  essential  power." 


256 


W@ 
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@     Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 
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"Hac-  I'Onr  desire  to  eiaicjrate  to  the  U*S.   become 
stronger  or  weaker  since  your  return  to  Germa.ny?" 

IF  "Became  weaker": 


"For  what  reasons  has  your  desire  to  emigrate  to 
the  U.S.  became  weaker  since  your  return  to  Germany?" 


STUDENTS 


INFORMATION 
EXPERTS 


Because  Germany  offers  better  chances  for  my 
profession  and  career  than  America: 

"Because  I  can  make  a  career  over  here.  On  the 

basis  of  my  education  I  can  achieve  an  even  higher 

position  over  here  than  in  the  States." 
"Germany  offers  me,  as  a  scriptwriter,  favorable 

chances  and  a  good  income." 
"My  law  degree  wouldn't  be  recognized  in  the  States." 
"Because  the  prospects  for  emigrants  of  my  profession 

are  not  too  bright,  and  besides  my  social  position 

has  improved  in  the  meantime." 

Because  personal  reasons  prevent  me  from  emigrating: 

"I  got  married  in  the  meantime,  and  I  have  a  daughter 

now , " 
"Certain  personal  reasons  make  it  impossible  for  me  to 

emigrate  to  the  United  States." 
"I'm  over  fifty.  My  children  are  still  of  school  age, 

and  their  education  is  to  be  finished  over  here, 

therefore,   I  don't  see  any  possibility  to  realize 

the  idea  of  emigrating." 
"Because  of  my  age." 

Because  I  am  too  deeply  rooted  in  my  home  country: 

"In  the  meantime  I  readjusted  myself  to  the  condi- 
tions in  Germany.  When  I  was  in  the  States  I 
talked  to  many  Americansof  German  descent,  and 
80  percent  of  them  would  be  glad  to  live  in  Germany 
again.  Nostalgia  is  often  stronger  than  the  happi- 
ness about  acquired  wealth,  and  I  fear  that  the  same 
might  happen  to  me." 

"Besides  other  things,  I  believe  it  is  the  often 
criticized  local  patriotism  of  the  Berliners  that 
keeps  me  from  emigrating." 

Because  the  American  outlook  nvd   way  of  life  are 
not  in  my  line2_ 

"I  feel  that  as  a  European,  I  wouldn't  feel  at 
home  in  America.,  and  I  fear  that  I  wouldn't 
meet  any  American  who  would  be  able  to  under- 
stand my  typical  European  spiritual  problems." 

"I  don't  think  I  could  stay  in  the  U.S.  for  good. 
The  different  conceptions  of  life  would  become 
painfully  noticeable  in  the  long  run.  I  fear  the 
hard  struggle  for  life  in  the  U.S..  because  I 
found  out  that  people  have  to  work  harder  in  the 
States  than  in  Europe  if  they  want  to  hold  their 
ground . " 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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Because  the  economic  and  political  circum- 
stances In  German^'-  have  improved  in  the  meantime; 

"The  econcanic  situation  has  been  stabilized.  The 
political  eitiiation  has  become  relatively  sound." 

"Because  we  have  regained  our  formerly  high  standard 
of  living,  and  furthermore,  political  life  in 
Germany  became  normal  again." 

Because  it  is  the  meaning  of  the  exchange  program 
to  have  the  home  country  profit  from  the  knowledge 
and  experiences  gained  in  the  States: 

"Everybody  who  is  interested  in  Germany  getting 
solidly  built  up  again,  must  let  the  home  country 
profit  from  the  experiences  he  had,  otherwise  the 
very  meaning  of  an  exchange  program  would  be 
destroyed.  It  then  wouldn't  be  more  than  propaganda 
for  emigration." 

Other  acflwers : 

"I  would  love  to  travel  to  the  States  again.  Maybe 
I  would  change  my  opinions  on  many  things .  I  would 
like  to  find  out  v/hether  I  idealized  conditions  over 
there,  or  if  I  overlooked  something,  or  even  for- 
got something  .  I  am  certain  that  I  would  look 
u^  things  from  a  different  standpoint  now." 

"Because  I  don'  want  to  become  a  soldier  in  the 
States." 

"If  I  find  adequate  employment  I  would  like  to 
remain  in  Germany,  though  it  is  difficult  for  my 
wife,  who  is  an  American  to  adapt  herself." 


1^ 


1^ 


12^  @ 


'%i> 


*     Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent, 
@  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 
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CHAPTER  II.  -  DISSEMimTIOH 

If  the  exchange  program  by  its  very  nature  is  limited  to  a 
certain  group  of  selected  persons  representing  only  a  segment  of  the  total 
population,  it  is  of  vital  importance  for  the  success  or  failure  of  5uch  a 
program  that  the  exchangees  upon  their  return  disseminate  their  o^m  ex- 
periences to  their  fellow  country -men.  The  last  section  of  this  report 
is  devoted  to  an  experimental  analysis  of  the  various  methods  of  dissemina- 
tion, as  well  as  the  interest  and  reaalness  with  which  such  information 
about  the  U.S.  was  received. 


Section  A.  -  Receptivity  in  West  Germany 
and  Extent  of  Dissemination 


WEST  GERMANS  ARE  EAGER  TO  LEARN  ABOUT  AMERICA  FROM  EXCHANGEES  . . . 

Indeed  all  exchangees  were  asked  some  questions  about  America  when 

they  returned,  and  8l^  of  the  students  and  85fo  of  the  information  experts 

state  that  they  were  approached  about  their  experiences  "often"  or  "very 

often" .  It  comes  as  no  surprise  that  the  exchangees  active  in  political  and 

organizational  life  were  asked  more  often  than  others. 

Activity  in  Political  and  Organizational  Life 

STUDENTS 
"Do  people  Qsk  you  questions 
about  America  often  or  sel- 
dom?" 


Very  often 
Often 
Seldom 
Very  seldom 


Very  often 
Often 
Seldom 
Very  seldom 


♦  Number  of  cases. 


Very 

active 

(lUl)* 

Somewhat 
active 
(93)* 

Remainder 
(170)* 

Total 

ikok)* 

35^ 
15 

28?^ 

55 
12 

5 

22^ 

53 
20 

5 

26?& 

53 
16 

3 

100^ 

lOOfo 

100^ 

lOOfo 

INFORMATION  EXPERTS 

Very 
active 

dm* 

Somewhat 
active 
{9hi>)* 

Rema  inder 
(99?-)* 

Total 

37^ 

50 

12 

1 

30?o 

56 

ll^ 

28^  . 
52 

19 

1 

33/^ 
52 

ll^ 

1 

100^    100^ 


100^ 


100^ 
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WIDEST  DISSEMINATION  BY  STUDENTS  FOUND  IN  FIELD  OF  EDUCATION. . . . 

Students  had  the  most  opportunity  to  talk  about  their  American  ex- 
periences in  the  fields  of  education,  social  problems,  and  cultural  life. 


"Have  you  had  a  chance  to  mention  your  American  experiences 
in  conversation,  discussion,  lectures  or  publications?" 


In  the  areas  of  U.S.: 


Education 

Social 
problems 

Ctiltural 
life 

Press 

Radio 

Tele- 
vision 

Film 

Yes 

No 

No  answer 

Not  asked** 

93?^ 
5 

2 

88?^ 

10 
* 

2 

85^ 
12 

3 

13 
39 

63^ 
19 

18 

57°/ 
20 
* 

23 

5li 
21 

26 

100^0 

looi 

100^ 

100^ 

100^ 

lOO^t 

100'/. 

"Did  you  talk  often,  occasionally,  or  rarely  about 
your  impressions  since  your  return  from  the  U.S.?" 


Often 

Occasionally 
Rarely 
No  answer 
Not  asked**- 


In  the  areas  of  U.S. 

Social 
Education  problems 


52?b 

32  39 

9  13 

*  * 

7  12 


100^ 


100' 


Cultural 
life 

33?° 
38 
11^ 
* 

15 
100^ 


Press   Radio 


22 
18 

52 

100°/b 


11^ 

31 
21 

37 


Tele- 
vision 

10^ 

30 
17 

hi 


1005^   loofo 


Film 

12^ 

2k 

17 

kl 
100^ 


*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  percent. 

**  Ha.d  no  impression  of  area,  or  had  no  chance  to  mention  experiences, 
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WIDEST  DISSEMINATION  BY  EXPERTS  IN  AREAS  OF  SOCIAL  PROBLEMS,  CULTURAL  LIFE, 
AND  PRESS 

Information  experts  had  the  most  opportunity  to  mention  their  ex- 
periences in  the  areas  of  U.S.  social  problems  and  cultural  life  (the  two  areas 
which  apparently  interested  their  listeners  most)  as  w^ll  as  the  U.S.  press. 
The  latter,  of  course,  was  an  area  of  special  interest  to  the  exchangee  per- 
sonally. 

"Have  you  had  a  chance  to  mention  your  American 
experiences  in  conversations,  discussions, 
lectures  or  publications?" 

In  the  area  of  U.S. : 


Social 

Cultura 1 

Tele- 

Education 

Problems 

Life 

Press 

Radio 

vision 

Film 

Yes 

72^ 

82^ 

82^ 

79^ 

59$ 

m 

53^ 

No 

11 

8 

9 

6 

12 

Ik 

11 

No  answer 

1 

1 

« 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Not  asked-?^* 

16 

9 

9 

11^ 

28 

17 

35 

lOO^'o 


100^ 


100^     lOOfo   100^   100^0   100^^ 


"Did  you  talk  often,  occasionally  or  rarely  about 
your  impressions  since  your  return  from  the  U.S.?" 


Social    Cultural  Tele- 

Education  Problems  Life     Press  Radio  vision  Film 


Often 

k2io 

kn 

hl% 

53i> 

2kib 

28^ 

I9l> 

Occasionally 

18 

22 

21+ 

18 

21 

2k 

21 

Rarely 

U 

13 

11 

8 

11+ 

15 

13 

No  answer 

1 

- 

* 

* 

- 

1 

* 

Not  asked** 

28 

18 

18 

21 

1+1 

32 

kl 

100$ 

lOOfa 

lOOfo 

100^ 

100^ 

100^ 

1005& 

*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent. 

**  Had  no  impression  of  ar°a,  or  had  no  chance  to  mention  experiences. 
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AmOST  ALL  EXCHANGEES  COULD  CORRECT  MISCONCEPTIONS  ABOUT  AMERICA  VJHICH 
THEY  ENCOUNTERED  IN  GERMANY  ... 

As  many  as  9^^  of  the  students  and  95?^  6^  "the  information  experts 
found  a  cha.nce  to  correct  views  of  the  U.S.  which  they  considered  wrong 
and  unduely  critical. 

The  following  list  contains  the  views  v;hich  the  exchangees  met 

with  and  found  too  critical, 

AMERICAN  SUPERFICIALITY  AND  MATERIALISM  LEADING  MISCONCEPTIONS 
CITED  BY  STUDENTS  AND  INFORMATION  EXPERTS 

Students  as  well  as  information  experts  were  fairly  active  in 
combating  the  charge  that  Americans  are  superficial  and  materialistic.  Half 
of  each  group  listed  this  charge  as  one  with  which  they  were  concerned. 

"^^ich  erroneous  and  too  critical  conceptions  of 
America  did  you  come  across?" 

INFORMATION 
STUDENTS   EXPERTS 


The  Americans  are  superficial  and 
materialistic  in  their  way  of  life 
and  mentality. 

The  Americans  have  no  culture  and  their 
general  education  is  somewhat  in- 
sufficient. 

Little  is  done  in  America  to  solve 
the  problems  of  races . 

The  Americans  have  no  real  family  life 

The  American  educational  system  is 

insufficient  and  on  a  low  level 
The  social  conditioc^  in  America 

are  backvrard 
The  Americans'   foreign  policy  is 

determined  by  economic  interests 

and  leads  to  new  wars . 
The  relations  between  human  beings 

are  superficial  in  America;  the 

American:?  are  "mass-men". 
The  political  life  is  influenced 

by  special  interest  groups  and 

the  individual  America  is  little 

interested  in  politics. 
The  American  standard  of  living  is 

comparatively  low. 
The  Americans  have  no  real  religious 

f eelinas . 


@  Some  respondents  ga.ve  more  than  one  answer, 


50?^ 


27 


11 


7 
6 
h 


U8^ 


32 


16 
ll^ 

11^ 
16 

19 

7 

7 

ll^ 

10 


10 


7 

5 

5 
lS5"/fe 
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Ansv;ering  an  analogous  question,  55^  of  'the  information  experts 

and  70^0  of  the  students  said  they  had  a  chance  to  correct  conceptions 

V7hich  in  their  opinion  were  too  favorable  according  to  their  experiences 

in  the  United  States.   Here  the  most  frequent  conceptions  foxind  too 

favorable  are  represented  by  the  following  samples: 

INPORl.IATION 
STUDENTS  EXPERTS 


America  is  a  country  of  unlimited  opportuni- 
ties where  you  needn't  work  hard  to  get  rich;   40^ 


The  American  standard  of  living  is  unimagin- 
ably high,  there  is  only  wealth  and  comfort 
in  the  States; 

The  American  democracy  doesn't  have  any 
shortcomings.   The  individual  American  is 
very  interested  in  politics; 

The  racial  problems  do  not  exist  in  the 
States  or  they  are  already  solved; 


22 


2&/o 
15 


4 
4 


5 
5 


America  is  a  paradise  for  emigrants; 

Correcting  such  conceptions  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  detrimental 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  United  States* 


TOO  FAVORAJLE  IIISCOITCEPTIOHS  EASIER  TO  CORRECT  THAN  UNFAVORABLE  ONES  ... 

Those  who  said  they  had  a  chance  to  correct  unfavorable  con- 
ceptions were  asked  whether  they  found  it  difficult  or  easy  to  make 
people  understand  that  their  impression  of  these  things  was  too  unfavor- 
able.  An  analogous  question  was  asked  of  those  who  indicated  that  they 
had  a  chance  to  correct  too  favorable  conceptions.  The  following  table 
offers  a  comparison: 


Difficult 

Easy 

Other  experiences 

No  opinion 


"In  ^eneral,  did  you  find 
it  difficult  or  easy  to 

make  people  understand 
that  their  impression  of 
these  things  was  _too 
unfavorable?" 


INPORIv'IATION 

STUDENTS 

EXPERTS 

55^i 

205^ 

45 

60 

20 

18 

2 

2 

"In  general,  did  you 
find  it  difficult  or 
easy  to  make  people  un- 
derstand that  their  im- 
pression of  these  things 
was  too  favorable?" 

INFORJfiATION 
STUDENTS     EXPERTS 


67 

13 

2 


lOOfi 


100^0 


10( 


Wo 

73 

9 

100% 
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lARGE  MAJORITY  OF  EXCHANGEES  THINK  VffiST  GERl^NS  ARE  MORE  READY  TO 
BELIEVE  THEIR  INFORMATION  ABOUT  AMERICA  BECAUSE  THEY  HAVE  PARTICIPATED 
IN  THE  EXCHANGE  PROGRAM  . . . 


''Do  you  have  the  impression  that  people  here  in 
Germany  are  more  ready  to  believe  your  accounts 
and  reports  about  America  and  American  conditions 
because  you  have  visited  the  U.S.  under  the 
exchange  program,  or  are  they  less  ready  to  be- 
lieve you  for  this  very  reason?" 


INFORMATION 

STUDENTS  EXPERTS 

More  ready  to  believe            "JOf^  63^ 

Lvjss  ready  to  believe             3  3 

Does  not  make  any  differences      22  30 

No  opinion                     5  *♦• 

loo^  loo?^ 


Exchangees  irho  think  people  in  Germany  are  less  ready  to  believe 

their  reports  because  of  their  participation  in  an  Exchange  Program  were 

asked:   "In  your  opinion,  what's  the  reason  for  that?"  Here  is  what  seme 

of  them  said: 

"People  imagine  that  we,  as  guests  of  the  American  government, 
were  shoi-m  only  those  things  which  gave  a  favorable  im- 
pression of  America." 

"They  often  believe  that  you  come  back  as  a  propaganda 
apostle." 

"People  think  that  the  person  reporting  must  feel  an 
obligation  because  he  hadn't  paid  for  the  trip  him- 
se?L.f ,  They  take  him  to  be  pronouncedly  pro-American." 

"They  have  the  prejudice  that  one  would  judge  things 
too  favorably  because  of  the  gratitude  one  felt?" 


^2 


Section  B.  ~  Media  of  Dissemination 

MOST  DISSSI-IIiTATION  IF  FAMILY  CIRCLE  AiID  AI/IORG  FRIEOTS  ... 
YET  v/IDER  AUDIENCES  ARE  ALSO  OFTEN  REACIiED  ... 

An  interesting  pattern  of  replies  '.^ill  be  found  in  the 
presentation  "below.   The  respondents  i;ho  -  according  to  their  ov/n 
statement  -  have  had  the  opportunity  to  spread  their  kno^Jledge  of 
America  were  asked  on  what  occasions  and  to  whom  they  spoke  of  their 
participation  in  the  exchange  program.   Personal  contacts  -  such  as 
the  family  and  friends  and  acquaintances  -  were  mentioned  most  fre- 
quently by  both  students  and  information  experts.   However,  both 
groups  of  exchangees  have  told  about  their  experiences  at  lectures, 
discussions  and  public  talks.   Information  experts,  by  reason  of  their 
profession,  made  use  of  the  mass  media  more  frequently  than  students. 


"On  what  occasion  (in  what  circle)  did  you  mention 
your  impressions  and  experiences?" 


STUDENTS 


In  the  area  of  U.S.  - 


In  the  family 

Among  friends  and 
acquaintances 

Among  colleagues/ 

teachers/professors/ 
in  school/at  the 
university  75 

Ai.:ong  co-workers         42 

In  (public)  talks/dis- 
cussions/lectures     45 

In  radio  cor.iuientaries     2 

In  publications  in  news- 
papers/periodicals/ 
technical  papers/books  17 

Other  occasions  6 

jTo  answer 


Social 

Cultural 

Tele- 

Education  Problems 

Life 

Press 

Radio  vision  Film 

QJi'o            eijb 

Wjo 

i.% 

58^0   55/o    48/o 

88        84 

82 

46 

60    54     51 

64 
39 

35 


7 
4 


60 
56 

26 


8 
2 


52 
21 

42 

24 

57 
20 

32 
19 

10 

15 

12 

12 

2 

1 

2 
1 

2 
1 

2 
1 

"• 

"* 

^ 

~ 

^56^^    514^   293p@   155fcG  200%©  179f^^  165f^ 


(cont'd  on  next  page) 


*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent. 

@  Some  respondents  gave  -lore  than  one  answeri 
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(Cont'd  from  preceding  page) 


'On  \.'hat  occasion  (in  what  circles)  did  you  mention 
your  impressions  and  experiences?" 

INFORIvIATIOH  EXPERTS 

In  the  area  of  U.S.  - 

Social   Cultural  Tele- 
Education  Problems  Life Press  Radio  vision  Film 


In  the  family  62^o 

Among  friends  and 

acquaintances  65 

Among  colleagues/ 

teachers/professors/ 
in  school/at  the 
university  50 

Among  co-v/orl:ers         54 

In  (public)  talks/dis- 

cussions/lectures      57 

In  radio  commentaries     9 

In  publications  in  news- 
papers/periodicals/ 
technical  papers/books  57 

Other  occasions  6 

ilo  ansT/er 


69fo  72fi  65/0      ^J>/o      5lfo        45? 

75  75  67        55        61  47 


26 
60 

36 

9 


56 
5 


26 
65 

54 
7 


54 
5 


27 
66 

54 
8 


52 
5 


19 

46 

25 
9 


14 
2 


20 
52 

25 
6 


20 

5 
1 


12 
57 

17 
2 


15 
1 


"500/^  TU^      512jfe      500%©  215fo©  245^     174: 


less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent. 

Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 
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Section  C»  -  Evaluation  of  Dissemination 

,/hile  previous  sections  dealt  \/ith  the  scope  and  the  means  of 
dissemination,  this  final  section  of  the  report  attempts  to  make  clear 
whether  the  exchangees'  presentation  of  the  United  States  and  of  opocific 
-iauifostations  of  life  there  tended  to  be  uorc  favorable  or  unfavorable. 

As  previously  described,  replies  concerning  impressions  of  each 
of  the  areas  of  American  life  subjected  to  study  were  classified  as  pre- 
dominantly favorable,  unfavorable  or  indeterminate.   In  order  to  obtain 
a  "net  gain"  as  an  index  of  pro-American  dissemination,  the  proportion  of 
respondents  v;hose  dissemination  was  scored  predominantly  unfavorable  for 
the  whole  area  was  subtracted  from  the  proportion  predominantly  favorable. 

For  the  purpose  of  further  insight,  the  comments  for  each  of 
the  areas  \jere  classified  also  according  to  their  subject  components. 
The  complete  material  -  all  comments  in  detail  and  net  gain  figures  for 
the  subject  categories  -  is  available  upon  request  to  interested  readers 
seeking  information  on  specific  aspects.   The  following  tables,  hov;ever, 
are  limited  to  arenas  a  \;hole, 

STUDENTS'  DISSElIi'TATION  liOST  FAVORABLE  COITCERNIHG  U.S.  EDUCATION  .., 
TELEVISION  AiTD  RADIO  EAJjK  LOvffiST  .  .  . 

The  areas  of  U.S.  Education  and  U.S.  Cultural  life  are  the  only 

two  with  fairly  high  net  ^ain  scores.   All  other  areas  have  fairly  low  net 

gain  scores,  due  in  larg-e  degree  to  little  actual  dissemination  in  that 

area.   The  single  exception  is  that  of  U.S.  Social  Problems.   For  that 

the  lov;  net  gain  score  is  a  reflection  of  the  near  balance  of  favorable 

(54^0)  and  critical  res;jondents  {j>(yfo) » 

The  mass  media  in  the  U.S.  signally  failed  to  impress  German 
students.   This  is  particularly  true  of  television  and  radio  where  criti- 
cal judgments  outweighed  the  favorable  ones. 
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"Have  you  had  a  chance  to  mention  your  American 
experiences  in  this  axea  in  conversations,  dis- 
cussions, lectures  or  publications?" 


'v/hat  did  you  mention?" 


STUDENTS 


Net 

Favor- 

Unfavor- 

Indeter- 

]To dissemi- 

Gain 

able 

able 

minate 

nation 

Education 

+  41 

52/o 

11?^ 

30/c 

7^.  ..^00'fo 

Cultural  life 

+  56 

52 

16 

16 

16 

Press 

+  7 

18 

11 

18 

53 

Social  Problems 

+  4 

34 

30 

23 

13 

Film 

+  3 

21 

18 

14 

47 

Television 

-  13 

17 

30 

10 

43 

Radio 

-  17 

15 

32 

16 

37 

DISSEMINATION  BY  INFORl/iATION  EXPERTS  HOST  FAVORABLE  CONCERNING 
U.S.  CULTURAL  LIFE,  EDUCATION  AND  PRESS  ... 

RADIO  AND  TELEVISION  AGAIN  LOWEST  THOUGH  FINDING  MORE  SUPPORT  ... 

U.S.  Cultural  life  and  Education,  the  t\io   areas  given  most 

favorable  dissemination  by  the  students  received  similar  treatment  from 

the  information  experts,   Y/hile  the  rankings  are  the  same,  the  net  gain 

scores  for  the  remaining  areas  are  much  higher  than  was  the  case  for 

students, 

"Have  you  had  a  chance  to  uention  your  American 
experiences  in  this  area  in  conversations,  dis- 
cussions, lectures  or  publications?" 


"What  did  you  mention?" 


INFORI'IATION  EXPERTS 


Net 

Favor- 

Unfavor- 

Indeter- 

No dissemi- 

Gain 

able 

able 

minate 

nation 

Cultural  life 

+  48 

57?^ 

Wo 

l6/o 

169^...  100^ 

Education 

+  42 

50 

8 

13 

29 

Press 

+  39 

50 

11 

18 

21 

Social  Problems 

+  24 

44 

20 

17 

19 

Film 

+  19 

26 

7 

20 

47 

Radio 

+  11 

27 

16 

16 

41 

Television 

+  10 

32 

22 

14 

32 
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Section  D.  -  Dissemination  in  Relation  to  Students*  Characteristics 

OLDEh  STUDEETS  ILIPART  LIOnE  FAVORABLE  PICTURE  ... 

In  general  the  older  students  appear  to  have  been  more  favorable 
towards  the  various  areas  of  U.S.  life  about  which  they  talked.  This  is 
true  in  most  areas,  \/ith  two  exceptions.   >Jith  Education,  age  seems  to 
play  no  role,  while  with  TV  the  oldest  students  were  as  critical  as  the 
youngest. 

Dissemination  Net  Gain  by  Age  at  Departure 

STUDENTS 
Up  to     20  to  21   22  to  24  25  years 


19  years 

years 

years 

and  over 

(112) 

(120 

(100) 

(62) 

Education 

+  41 

+  40 

+  45 

+  44 

Social  Problems 

-  4 

+  5 

+   1 

+  5 

Cultural  life 

+  26 

+  33 

+  51 

+  59 

Press 

+  7 

+  4 

+  9 

+  12 

Radio 

-  19 

-  21 

-  25 

-  2 

Television 

-  16 

-  12 

-   8 

-  15 

Film 

+  4 

+  2 

-   1 

+  11 

Average: 

+  6 

+  7 

+  12 

+  15 

AS  COMPARED  .,TTH  OTHER  YEARS  STUDENTS  PARTICIPATING  IN  EXCHANGE  PROGRAMS 
SINCE  1951  HAVE  HOST  FAVORABLE  DISSEMINATION  IN  AREAS  OF  CULTURE  AlTD 

FILM  . . . 

LEAST  FAVORABLE  DISSEMINATION  FOR  RADIO  AND  TELEVISION  . . . 

When  grouping  the  dissemination  net  gain  figures  of  students 
according  to  the  year  in  which  they  participated  in  the  program,  the  scores 
for  students  ^/ho  participated  after  1951  are  on  the  average  similar  to 
those  for  students  participating  earlier.   Variations  within  certain 
areas  should  be  noted,  ho\.'Qver.   Only  for  U.S.  Culture  and  Film  is  the 
score  highest  in  the  later  years.   Dissemination  of  information  concern- 
ing Radio  and  Television  have  become  progressively  worse.   Other  areas 
show  varying  fluctuations. 

Dissemination  Net  Gain  by  Beginning  Year  of  Stay  in  the  U.S. 

STUDENTS 


Education 

Social  Problems 

Cultural  life 

Press 

Radio 

Television 

Film 

Average  +7     +9      +9 

*  Four  respondents  took  part  twicu  in  the  exchange  of  persona  program. 
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Up  to  1949 

1950 

1951-1954 

(74) 

(121) 

(215)* 

+  50 

+  35 

+  43 

-  4 

+  4 

+  5 

+  52 

+  34 

+  39 

-  5 

+  14 

+  8 

-  12 

-  16 

-  21 

-  7 

-  12 

-  15 

-  3 

+  2 

+  5 

GRADUATE  STUDENTS  DISSEI.IIITATE  IIORE  FAVORABLE  IIIPRESSIOITS  THAN 
UllDERC-RADUATE  AND  SPECIAL  STUDENTS  ... 

Graduate  students,  of  whom  more  than  half  received  a  degree 
in  the  United  States,  on  the  average  show  a  considerably  higher  net 
gain  than  undergraduate  students,  T/ith  the  exception  of  Press, 
graduate  students  also  had  higher  net  gains  in  all  individual  areas. 
The  most  marked  variation  will  be  noted  in  the  area  of  Social  Problems 
where  graduate  students  scored  +  14  while  undergraduate  students 
scored  -  6, 

Special  students,  those  with  other  than  the  usual  college 
or  university  standing,  scored  lowest  on  the  average,  as  well  as  in 
most  individual  areas. 

"ni«»>»';r-'nntlon  Net  Gain  by  Students'  Status  in  the  U»S« 


Average 


STUDENTS 


Special 

Undergraduate 

Graduate 

Students 

Students 

Students 

1 

(82) 

(159) 

(165) 

Education 

+  40 

•»■  57 

+  47 

Social  Problems 

+  2 

-  6 

+  14 

Cultural  Life 

+  32 

+  55 

+  42 

Press 

-   8 

+  12 

+  11 

Radio 

-  24 

-  18 

-  15 

Television 

-  15 

-  15 

-  10 

Film 

-  .5 

+  1 

+  9 

+  5 


+  14 
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OPINION  LE.IDIIIC-  ELElffiNTS  AliOlTG  STUDENTS  SHOU  THE  HOST  FAVORABLE 
mSSEHIITATION  . . . 


The  students,  who  by  determination  of  their  political  and 
organizational  participation!  have  been  classified  as  "very  active" 
in  an  opinion  leadership  scale  showed  the  most  favorable  dissemination 
of  American  impressions  and  experiences  (+  15 )•   Students  classified  as 
"somewhat  active"  in  political  and  organizational  life  scored  +  10, 
while  the"remainder"  had  a  net  gain  of  +  5« 

Dissemination  Net  Gain  by  Political  and  Orf^anizational  Activity 


Education 

Social  Problems 

Cultural  Life 

Press 

Radio 

Television 

Film 

Average 


Yery 


+   13 


STUDENTS 


Somewhat 


active 

active 

Remainder 

(141) 

(93) 

(170) 

+  52 

+  40 

+  34 

+  13 

+  17 

-  12 

+  42 

+  32 

+  55 

+  4 

+  13 

+  7 

-  11 

-  21 

-  21 

-  14 

-  10 

-  12 

-t-  6 

+  1 

+  2 

+  10 


+  5 


.59 


Appendix      "A" 
Composition  of  Sample 


INFOmiATION 
STUDENTS  EXPERTS 

(404)  (557) 

No.  of  No.  of 

cases      'fo  cases      ja 


Ke^Tilar  church-goers            54\  15\ 

Occasional  church-goers          77\  19% 
Seldom  church-goers             62<259   15<58 

Never  church-goers              41 \  10x 

No  ansv/er                       5  1 

Other  religionsi                 2?  7 

No  religions                      15  4 

No  answer;                     5  1 

404  100 

Education; 

Elementary  school                  7  2 

Secondary  school  (w/o  diploma)      7  2 

High  school  (w/diploma)            51  8 

University                      359  88 

404  100 

Income  (Respondent); 

Up   to  299  DM  per  month           127  52 

500  to  499  DM                    77  19 

500  to  699  DM                     40  10 

700  to  999  DM                    16  4 

1000  to  1499  DM                     5  1 

1500  and  more                      1  * 

No  income                          90  22 

No  ansv/er                         48  12 

404  loo 

*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent, 

(Cont'd  on  next  ^.jage) 
-  40  ... 


Sext 

Men  297  75        295     85 

Women  JOJ.  _2X          62      I7 

404  100        557     100 

Age  at  Time  of  Departure t 

Up  to  19  years  112  28          _        0 

20  to  24  years  226  56          56      10 

25  to  29  years  50  12          64      18 

50  to  59  years  12  J         II5      5? 

40  to  49  years  -  -         100      28 

50  to  59  years  -  -          58      11 

60  years  and  above  -  -           4       "J 

No  answer  4.     1         _  _-"'     Z. 

404  100         557     100 

Religion; 

Catholics ; 

Regular  church-goers  80s  20 >. 

Occasional  church-goero  15\  4\ 

Seldom  church-goers  11(120  .  5\50  12^99     5^28 

Never  church-goers  6n  1< 

No  answer  8'  2' 

Protestants; 


47s 
25 
12  99 

I4x 

7 

5 

5 

V 

75<194 
ll'' 

4) 
17 

20( 

9 

5 

51 

14 

4 

1 

557 

100 

2 

1 

41 

11 

92 

26 

222 

62 

557 

100 

10 

5 

50 

a 

56 

16 

78 

22 

75 

20 

71 

20 

8 

2 

_11 

? 

557 

100 

INFORMATION 

STUDENTS 

EXPERTS 

(404) 

(557) 

No.. of 

No.  of 

(Cont'd  from  preceding  page) 
Income  (Family): 

cases      io 

cases 

f 

Up   to   299  DM  per  month 

18       4 

500  to  499  DM 

45     11 

500  to   699  DM 

48      12 

700  to  999  DM 

50      15 

1000  to  1499  DM 

51       8 

1500  DM  and  more 

14       5 

No  income 

4      1 

No  answer 

196     48 
404     100 

Party  Preference: 

SPD 

59      10 

66 

19 

CDU/CSU 

155     59 

87 

25 

FDP 

101     25 

68 

19 

Other  parties 

15      5 

5 

1 

No  party 

44     11 

79 

22 

No  answer 

52       12 

^2 

H 

404     100 

557 

100 

Opinion  Leadership  Scales® 

Very  active 

90      22 

150 

42 

Somewhat  active 

69     17 

106 

51 

Remainder 

2£^      61 

101 

27 

■• 

404      100 

557 

STUDENTS 

100 

Present 

Before  America  trip 

No.  of 

No.  of 

cases      io 

cases 

io 

Occupation: 

Professors,  lecturers 

10       2 

5 

1 

Journalists,  editors 

10       2 

1 

* 

Civil  servants 

10       2 

2 

1 

Teachers 

55      8 

10 

2 

Students 

191     48 

288 

72 

Pupils 

1      * 

68 

17 

Professionals 

46     11 

8 

2    , 

White-collar  workers 

54     14 

9 

2 

Farmers 

5      1 

5 

1 

v/orkers,  artisans 

5      1 

2 

1 

Clergj'-nen 

21      5 

6 

1 

Other  occupation 

^8       3 

1 

« 

No  occupation 

12       5 

- 

- 

Ho  answer 

—       — 

1 

* 

404      100 

404 

100 

*   Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent. 

©  Determined  by  political  and  organizational  participation. 


(Cont'.'i  on  next  page) 


IHFOm,IATION  EXPERTS 


Present 


(Cont'd   from  preceding  page) 

Occupation; 

Editors,  journalists 
Radiowriters ,  radio  program 

directors,  radio  technicians 
V/riters 
Publishers 

Films-producers,  film  specialists 
Artists,  directors  of  cultural 

institutions 
Television  specialists 
Translators  and  interpreters 
Managers  of  various  organizations 
Students 

Other  occupations 
No  ansv/er: 


ilo.  of 
cases 


199 


± 


55 


Before  America  trip 

No.  of 
cases      jo 


216 


61 


54 

15 

56 

16 

■1-0 

5 

10 

3 

•29 

8 

29 

8 

14 

4 

15 

3 

7 

2 

8 

2 

3 

1 

4 

1 

3 

i: 

- 

> 

- 

— 

5 

1 

6 

2 

- 

— 

50 

8 

14 

4 

2 

1 

2 

1 

557 

100 

357 

100 

42 


Appendix 


'B' 


IMPRESSION  INDICES  FOR  AREAS  OF  AivIERICAN  LIFE 


Area  of  American  life: 

U.S.  Education 

U.S.  Cultural  Life 

U.S.  Press 

U.S.  Film 

U.S.  Social  Problems 

U.S.  Television 

U.S.  Radio 


Area  of  American  life: 

U.S.  Cultural  Life 

U.S.  Education 

U.S.  Press 

U.S.  Film 

U.S.  Social  Problems 

U.S.  Radio 

U.S.  Television 


STUDi:.NTS 

Ratio  in 
Net  gain  in  favorable/unfavorable 
impression   impression 


49 

83 

45 

78 

10 

61 

0 

51 

-  6 

46 

-  25 

51 

-  27 

29 

INF0RI.1ATI0N 

EXPERTS 

Ratio  in 
Uet  gain  in  favorable/unfavorable 
impression   impression 


59 
47 
40 
20 
20 

7 
5 


89 

82' 

80 

72 

63 

57 

54 


.-415^^ 


Kt 


Appendix      "C" 
DISSEMIiUTIOH   INDICES   FOR   MCSAS   OF   AMERICAN  LIFE 

STUDENTS 


Area  of  American  life: 

U.S.  Education 

U.S.  Cultural  life 

U.S.  Press 

U.S.  Film 

U.S.  Social  Problems 

U.S.  Television 

U.S.  Radio 


Net  gain 
disseminE 

in 
ition 

Ratio  in 

favorable/unfavorable 

dissemination 

41 

83 

56 

77 

7 

62 

3 

54 

4 

55 

-  13 

37 

-  17 

31 

IIIFORI^IATION  EXPERTS 


Area  of  American  life; 

U.S.  Cultural  life 

U.S.  liducation 

U.S.  Press 

U.S.  Film 

U.S.  Social  Problems 

U.S.  Radio 

U.S.  Television 


Ket  gain 
dissemini 

in 
ation 

Ratio  in 

f avo  rab 1 e/unf avorab le 

dissemination 

48 

87 

42 

87 

39 

82 

19 

79 

24 

69 

11 

63 

10 

59 
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